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The humble Petition of the Commiſſioners of the generall 
Afﬀembly of theKirke of ScoTLAND, metac 
EDENBOROUGH, 747. 4, 1643. 


Vr ſilence and ceaſing to preſenc before your 
' Mijcfiie our humble thoughts and deſires ac chis 
time of common darger to Religion, ro your 

Majeſties ſacred Perſon,your Crowne and Poſte» 
WS rity, and toall your Hajsfies Domions, were 
impiety againft GoD, unchankfulnefſe and diſloyalty againſt 
your Majeſtic, and indire@ approbation and hardning of the 
Adverſarics of truth aud peace in eheir wicked wayes, and a 
cruelric againſt our Brerhren, lying in ſuch depths of afflition 
and avguiſh of Spirit. Any one of which crimes were in us a- 
bove all others unexcufable , and would prove us moſt unwor- 
thy of the eruft commiteeduntous. The flame of this common 
Combuſtion hath almoſt devoured /reland, is now waſting the 
Kingdome of England, and wecannot tell how ſoone ir ſhall en- 


' ter upon our ſelves, andſer this your Majeftzes moſt ancient and 


Native Kingdome onfire. If in this wofall caſe and lamentable 


. condition of your XMajefties Dominions all others ſhould be fi- 


lenr, it bebovethus to _—_; andif our TO0gn and Pennes 
ſhonld ceaſe, our Conſciences within us would cry ont,andthe 


ſtones in the Streets would anſwer us, "mn 
A 2 | Our 


(2.) 

Our great griefe ery tne of danger is notalittle 
Increaſcd, partly by che inſolencie and preſumption of Papiſts 
and others diſattc&ed tothe Reformarion of Religion , who al- 
though for cheir crumber and power they be not conſiderable a- 
amongſt us, yet through the ſuccelle of the Pepiſh party in Jre- 
land, and the hopes they conccive of che prevailing power of 
' Popiſh Armics., atid che Prefjatical Fattivn i1 &ng land, they 
have of late taken ſpirit , aid bepun'to ſpeak b'ywords;againſR 
the reformation ot Relizion and the work ot God in this Land, 
and partly and more pincipally, that a chiete praiſe of the 
Proteſtant Retigion. (and thereby our nar vaine, but juſt glori. 
ation ) is by che publique D: claration of the Earle of Nenc:ftle, 
Genera'l of your Harefties torces for the Northern parrs , 2nd 
neereſtunco us, transterred unco Papifts, VWhoalkthough they 
be ſworn Enemics unco Kings,and be as infamous for their trea- 
ſonsand Conſpicacies agaiaſt Princes and Ralers, asfcr their 
koowne Idolatry and ſpiritual Tyranny; vyerare they openly 
declared co be not onely good SubjeAs, or better Subjeas, bur 
E£-rre berter Subjes chen. Proteſtants, which is a new and foule 
diſpzragement of.the reformed Religion, a.notable injury tro 
- your Aaeftyin your honour,a (cnſible refleaioupon the whole 
body of this {:ngdom, which is impacicc that-any ſubjetts ſhould 
be more loyall chen they;but abhorrech% extreamly diſddineth 
_ tha: Papiſts who refuſe to take the Oath of 4Zegranceſh nid be 
copared with them in Allegiance and fidelity,and(which being 
a.ſtrange Doarinefrom the mouth{or Pen of proteſſed Proteſs 
rtants,will ſuffer akard conftiutiofrom all the reformed Kirts. 

Weetherfore yeur Majeſtiecs moſt humble and loving Sub- 
jefts, upon theſe and the like conſiderations, do humbly intrear, 
that your #ſazefly may be pleaſed in your Princely wiſedonee; 
Firſt, ro conſider that the. intentions of Papifts direftedby the 
Principles of their Profeffion are no other then chey have been 
fcom the beginning , even to build their. Babell, and to. ſer up - 
theirexecrable Jdolatry and Antichtiſtian Tyranny in all your: 
Majeſtics Dominions,tochange the face of your rwo Kingdems 
of Scorland and Ergland into the fimilitude of miſerable 77e- 
/and, which is moze bitterga. the People of God your H1io/htes 

good 
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good Sabjes to thinke upon then death: and whatſoever their 
preſent precencesbe for the defeace of your Majeſties Perſon, 
ani Aurhoriry, yet inthe endby their Armes and power, with 
a difp.ayed banner, to bring that to paſſe againſt your Rozall 
Perſon ard poiericy, which-che fift ot November (never to bee 
forgotten) was as abic by:cheir ſubrill and undermining erea- 
ſon co produce: which will bc their greateſt mercy,ro.cxeduce 


your Maiefty 21d yout KingJomes to rhe baſe and annaturall 


ſlavery ofchzir Monarch the Pope. Wes” 
And next, that your Majeſty upon this undeniable evidence 


may rimouſly, and ſpeedily apply your Royal) Authority for 


diſbanding-cheir forces, ſuppresſing their power: , and difap-- 
pointingrtheir bloudle and mexcilefle projedts.-- ; 

And for this end we are wich greater carneſtnefie then'before 
conſtrained, co fall dowac againe before your Maicftie , and in 
a'l humility to renew the ſupplication of the lare generall af- 
ſembly, andour owne former Petition in their name, for naiey 
of Religien,and for uniformicy of Churh government, inall 
your Matieſtics Kingdoms,and to this effeQX for ameerivg of ſom 
Divines to be holden in Eng/axd ;-unto which according tothe. 
defire of your Maieſties Parliament ſome Commiltioners may 
be ſent fromthis xirke, chat in all points co bee propened aud ' 
debated, there may. be the greater conſent and harmony, Wee 
rake the boldnefle to. be the mote Inftant'in this vurhumble de- 


| ſire, becauſe it concerneth the Lord Icſus Chriſt ſo much in his 


glory , your Majeſty in your honour , the Kirke of England, 
(whichwee ought to tender as:our owne bowells , and whoſe 
reformarionis more deare unto us, then our ve! in her happi- 
neſſe, and the Kirke of $co;land in her parity and peace, fornier 
experience, anddaily ſenſe teaching us, that withoutthe refor- 
mation of the Kicke of Exg//and, there isno hope or pollibilirie - 
of the continuance of reformation here. | | 

The Lord of Heaven and Earth, whoſe Vicegerent your MHa- 


. jeſty is, callerh you for this . grear worke of Reformation ac 


your hands, and thepreſent commotions and troubles of your 

AMajeſties Dominions, are either preparation inthe 'mercy of 

God tor this bleſſed Reformation and Unity of Religion(whic 
A; 
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is the deſire, prayer, andexpettation, of all your Aajeftie 
good Subjeds inthis Kingdom)or which they tremble co think 
npon) .andearneſtly deprocate, are in the juſtice of God for 
theabaſe ofthe Goſpell, the collerating of Idolatrygand ſuper- 
Kirion againſt ſo cleare a light, andnor acknowledging the day 
of viſitation, the beginning of ſuch a dolefall deſolation, as no 
pollicy or power of man ſhall be ableto prevent, and as ſhall 
make your azefties Kingdomes within a ſhorr time as miſera- 
ble, as they may be happy by a xetormation of Religion. God 
forbid thac whil't the Houſes of Parliament, doe profefie their 
defireof the reformation of Religion, in peaceable and Parli- 
amentary way, andpaſſe their Bills for that end in the particy- 
lars,that your Ma:rſty,the Nurſe,Father of the Kirk of Chriſt, 
ro whoſe care the cuſtody and vindication of Religion doth 
principally belong, ſhall corhe —_— of the anger of God, 
the ſtopping of the influence of ſo many bleſſings from Heaven, 
end che prieviogof rhe hearts of all the godly, fruſtrace oar 
expectation, make our hopes aſhamed, and hazard the loſſe of 
the hearts of all your good Saubjeas, which nexc uncs the 
ruth and unity of Religion,and che ſafety of your Kingdomes, 
are willing to hazard their lives, and ſpend cheir bloud for your 
CHaefties Honour,and happineſle. 

Weeare not ignorant that the worke is great, the difficulties 
and impediments be many, aad that there be both Mountaines 
and Lions in the way: the ſt:ongeſt ler,cill it be caken our of the 
way, is the Mountaine of Prelacy, and no wonder if your Maje- 
ſty conſider how many Papiſts,and popiſhly affeted, have fora 
long time found peace andeaſe under the ſhadow thereof, how 
- many ofthe PrelJaticall faction have thereby their life and be- 
ings how many prophane and worldly men doe feare the yoke 
of Chriſt, andare unwilling to ſubmir chemſelves ro the obedi- 
ence of the Goſpell,; and how many there be whoſe eyes are da- 
zaled wich che cxternall powpe and glory of the Kirke whoſe 
 mindesare miſcarried wich acenceipt of the governing of the 
Kirk by the rules of hamane pollicie, and whoſe hearts are af- ” 
| frighted wichthe apprebenſions of che dangerous conſequences 
which may enſuc upon alterations. But when your Majefty in 

Fm | your 


| .. (G5) | 
your Princely and Religious Wiſedome, ſhall remembet from 
the Records of former times , how againſt che gates of Hell, 
the force and fraud of worldly and wicked men,andall Panick 
feares of danger, the Chriſtian Religion was firſt planted, and 
the Chriſtian KirkothetePtet reformed, and from the condi- 
cion of che preſent-times, how many from the experience o 
the tyrannie of Prelates are afraid to diſcover themſe)ves, 
leſt they be revenged upon them hereafter, whereas Prelacy be- 
ingremoved they wov!d openly profefſe what cy are , and 
Joyne with others in the way of Reformation. All obſtacles 
and difficulties ſhall be bur matter of the manifeſtation of che 
power of God, the principall worker; and the meanes of the 
greater glory to your HL che prime inſtrument. | 
The intermixture of the Government of Prelares, with the ci- 
vill State, mentionedin your Maieftics anſwer, ro our former 
petition, being raken away,and the right government by afſem- 
blies, which is to bee ſecne in all the reformed Kirkes : And 
whercin the agreement will be caſic being ſetled, The Kirke 
andreligion will be more pure and free of mixture,and the civill 
Government more ſound and firme,that goverment of thex irke 
muſt ſuir beſt wich the civill Scace,and be moſt uſefull for Kings 
and Kingdoms,which is beſt warranted by God,by whom Kings 
doe raigne, and Kingdomes are eſtabliſhed : Nor. can a Refor- 
mation be expe&ed in che common andordinary way,expreſſed 
alſo in your Majeſtics anſwergthe wiſeſt and molt religious Prin- 
. ces, have found ir impoſſible, and implying a repugaancy, fince 
' the perſons to be reformed,and the reformers mnt be divers,end 
the way of reformation muſt bee different from the corrupe way, 
by which dcfeQions of workemeov, and corruption in dodtrine, 
worſhip, and Goverumenc, have ented into the Kirke. Suffer us 
therefore dread Soveraigne, torenew our Petitions for this u+ 
nity of Religion, and uniformity of kirke goveramentr, and for 
a mecting of ſome Divines pf borh Kingdomes whe may pre- 
: pare matters for your Maieſties view, and for the examination 
and approbation of more full afſemblies; The Nattonall afſem- 
bly ofthis Kirke, from which we have our Commiſsion,did pro- 
miſe intheir chankeſgiviog , for che many favours expreſſedin 
your 


(6) . 
our Maieſties letter, their beſt endeavour.to keepe the.pen- 
Ne wder their charge fnuviry pad peaceCahdin Loyalcy and 
__ obedicnce toyour Maiefty and your Lawes, which we confefle 
is a duty well beſeeming rhe preachers of the 6oſpell. 7 
But we cannot conteale how much bo! Lbeis abr 17 ig th | 
are gtieved and diſquieted, with the tare' reports" of 'the ſuc" 
| caſe boldneffe and ticngrh of Popith forces in Ireland andeng- 
land, and how much danger fromthe power of ſo malicious and 
bloody enemies is apprehended, to the Religion and peace of 
this-Kirke ap Kingdome, conceivedb y chem ro bee the fpring 
whence tavetfued all their calamiicies and miferies: Which go 
humbly remonftrateco your Majeſtic as a neecffi cy requiring a 
.generall aſſembly, and do earneſtly; fupplicare tor the preſence 
and affiſtance of your Majeſties Commiffioners, art the day to be- 
appointed, that by.nniverſall canſent of che whole Kirke, the 
beft cqurſe may be raken'far'the prefervacion of Religion, and 
for the avering of the prear wtath which they conceive ro 'be 
mmioearto this Kingdome.If ic ſhall pleaſe the Lord,in whoſe 
handis the bearr of che King, as the Rivers of warers, corurne 
it whicherſoeyer he will, ro incline your Majeſties heact to this 
throagh Reformation, no moreto tollerare the Mafle, or any 
part of Romiſh ſuperſtition or Tyranry, and co command rhar 
dll good meanes bee uſed for the converſion of your Princely 
Conſort, the Queenes Majeſtic (which is alfo che humble deſire 
' of this whole Kirke andingdane) your ioyntcomforts ſhall 
be malriplied, above the dayes of your affliction, to your incre- 
dible joy: Your glory ſhall ſhine in brightnefſe,aboveall your 
Royall Progenirors,to'che admiration of the world, & theter- 
ror of your enemies, and your Kingdomes, fo fartre abound in 
righreouſneſſe, peace aad proſperity, above all thathath beene 
in former Generations, that they ſhall ſay,zt i go?d for w tht we 


bate been afflitth. © 


FINIS.. 


